A RE-ENVISION OF FRANK GEHRY’S

VITRA DESIGN MUSEUM
CONTEMPORARYCHURCHCONCEPT

Inspired by the cross shape form and the white wash exterior of the original Vitra
Design Museum building by Frank Owen Gehry, the re-envisioned model transforms the original museum, into a sacred place of worship - A Contemporary
Church.
Building upon several different precedents, such as Frank Gehry’s own “Guggenheim Museum Bilbao”, Jun Aoki’s “White Chapel”, Herzog and de Meuron’s
“Goetz Collection Building” and furthering Frank Gehry’s original Vitra Design
Museum elements combined with the use of design elements of traditional and
contemporary church architecture, the re-envisioned model is re-designed into
an artistic and contemporary church.
To create an inner contemplative church space, firstly, lighting is altered by stripping away selected opaque exterior walls and replacing these with glass panels
creating a facade of glass. Along with this, selected interior walls also have rectangular slots cut into it to allow light to pass through into the interior chambers
of the building. And secondly, the building’s interior have also been structurally altered to direct circulation towards the left side of the building, so that when
mass is taking place (central area) there will be a minimized amount of distraction caused by people entering and/or leaving the inner chambers.
Materially, the re-envisioned building keeps the original’s white wash plaster
exterior and black roofing while changing the interior’s material to a warmer and
more humane material - timber. A combination of timber walls and timber flooring has been used within the interior plus an additional use of marble has been
used for the altar area within the mass chamber.
Location-wise, inspired by the curved forms of the building, and the “White Chapel” by Jun Aoki (who creates an illusion of a chapel floating on water), the reenvisioned building is relocated to an area by the sea. The Church is specifically,
relocated away from the built environment, to an area surrounded by grass and
sea, and bounded by stone pavement and stone walling. This was designed to
not only accentuate the building but to also create a dramatic view of a house of
God from the exterior, and more importantly, to create a calming space from the
interior.
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THE RE-ENVISION
THE INTERIORS

Following the concept of contemporary church, the re-envisioned design works towards creating an inner contemplative space, firstly by altering the amount of light allowed into the building and secondly by structurally altering the
circulation within the building. At the same time, the design strives to retain Frank Gehry’s original deconstructive
style.
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Upon entering through the front door, visitors are greeted by the holy symbol of Christianity, a Cross. The
Cross is specifically placed, as when seen from the outside it is in the centre and reflects the cross-shaped
window above the main front door way.
The front foyer then leads to the three doorways - three pathways. The one to the most left leads visitors to
the glass curtain walled stairs to the upper floor; the centre doorway leads visitors to the lower main mass
area and finally the one to the most right leads to the back of the church which contains the altar area, back
exit (which faces the wide ocean) and the private rooms.
Most of the building’s structural elements have been kept but one big feature that was altered was to eliminate dividing wall between the central rooms to form one large area for mass functions. In addition, a large
elevated stage-like area has been installed and rows and rows of seating have also been placed, not only
on the lower floors but also for the upper levels.
In summary, all of these features are designed as to control circulation flow and to manipulate lighting in
order to create an inner contemplative space for mass functions – to create a contemporary church, while
at the same time maintain Frank Gehry’s original deconstructive style and ideas.
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